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Turner: On Noah's Ark

Brett, Jan. On Noah's Ark. Illustrated by Jan Brett. G.P. Putnam's Sons, 2003. ISBN
0399240284. $16.99.
Reviewer: Vicky M. Turner
Reading Level: Preschool; Primary;
Rating: Outstanding;
Genre: Historical fiction;
Subject: Noah’s ark--Juvenile fiction; Animal stories--Juvenile fiction; Bible--Juvenile fiction;
A young boy’s grandfather says it is going to rain -- so much so that he is building an ark
to save his family and all of the animals. While the boy plays, the animals begin to come. "Big
animals thump and bump onto the ark. Middle-sized animals clip-clop by. Small animals
squeeze in." Some of the animals live in the rafters, some find a place swimming beneath. The
rains continue. It's very crowded on the ark and the boy tries to help the animals find places
where they can be comfortable, sometimes he manages, but other time's it chaos. For forty days
and nights the boy lives among the animals and then one day the sun is shining. The dove
returns with a green branch and finally -- two by two -- the animals leave the ark to settle into the
new land.
Once again, Brett has traveled to the ends of the earth -- well, to Botswana, Africa -- to
find her beloved animals living naturally in their native habitat. Once again, the animals are
realistically portrayed in glorious loving fashion. And once again, the story draws the reader in
with dynamically visual sensations and a simply told story.

Published by BYU ScholarsArchive, 2003

1

